Appl. No. 09/867,684 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Original) An electronic camera comprising: 

a mode setting device that sets a first mode for a function which is unrelated to functions 
of the camera; and 

a controlling device that prohibits the camera from capturing an image when said first 
mode is set by said mode setting device. 

2. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein said first mode is for at least 
one of the following: an audio play fixnction for playing music files recorded in a storage 
medium in the camera, an electronic book fimction, an electronic notebook fiinction, and a 
portable phone fimction. 

3. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein said controlling device does 
not accept an input from a switch of the camera when said first mode is set by said mode setting 
device, said switch being provided to a body of the camera for the fiinctions of the camera. 

4. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein said mode setting device 
chooses between said first mode and a second mode for the fiinctions of the camera. 

5. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 4, wherein; 

said second mode is a camera mode which includes said recording mode and the play 
mode; and 

the electronic camera fiirther comprises another mode setting device that chooses 
between said recording mode and the play mode when the camera mode is set. 
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6. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 4, wherein: 

said mode setting device is a slide switch which is locked to set the first mode when the 
slide switch moves in a first direction; and 

said mode setting device is unlocked to alternately set said second operation mode and an 
OFF mode for turning off power of the camera when the slide switch moves in a second 
direction which is opposite to said first direction. 

7. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 6, wherein: 

said second mode is a camera mode which includes said recording mode and the play 
mode; and 

the electronic camera further comprises another mode setting device that chooses 
between said recording mode and the play mode when the camera mode is set. 

8. (Currently Amended) Th e e l e ctronic cam e ra as d e fin e d in claim 1. furth e r An electronic camera 
comprising: 

a mode setting device that sets a first mode for a function which is unrelated to functions of 
the camera: 

a controlling device that prohibits the camera from capturing an image when said first mode 
is set by said mode setting device ; 

a lens cover for a taking lens; and 

a lens cover driving device that opens and closes said lens cover, 
wherein the controlling device controls said lens cover driving device to close said lens 
cover when said first mode is set by said mode setting device. 
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9. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 8, wherein said first mode is for at least one 
of the following: an audio play function for playing music files recorded in a storage medium in the 
camera, an electronic book fiinction, an electronic notebook function, and a portable phone function. 

10. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 8, wherein said controlling device does not 
accept an input from a switch of the camera when said first mode is set by said mode setting device, 
said switch being provided to a body of the camera for the functions of the camera. 

11. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 8, wherein: 

said electronic camera further has a recording mode for recording image data in a storage 
medium in the camera, and a play mode for playing an image on a monitor according to the image 
data stored in the storage medium in the camera; and 

said controlling device controls said lens cover driving device so that said lens cover is 
opened when said recording mode is set, and does not move the lens cover when said play mode is 
set. 

12. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 8, wherein said mode setting device 
chooses between said first mode and a second mode for the functions of the camera. 

13. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 12, wherein: 

said second mode is a camera mode which includes said recording mode and the play mode; 

and 
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the electronic camera further comprises another mode setting device that chooses between 
said recording mode and the play mode when the camera mode is set. 

14. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 12, wherein: 

said mode setting device is a slide switch which is locked to set the first mode when the slide 
switch moves in a first direction; and 

said mode setting device is unlocked to ahemately set said second operation mode and an 
OFF mode for tuming off power of the camera when the slide switch moves in a second direction 
which is opposite to said first direction. 

15. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 14, wherein: 

said second mode is a camera mode which includes said recording mode and the play mode; 

and 

the electronic camera fiuther comprises another mode setting device that chooses between 
said recording mode and the play mode when the camera mode is set. 

16. (Original) The electronic camera as defined in claim 8, wherein said taking lens is collapsed 
before said lens cover is closed. 

17. (New) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the mode setting device is 
physically actuated directly by a user. 

18. (New) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the mode setting device does not 
set the first mode based upon a detection of a personal computer cable. 
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19. (New) The electronic camera as defined in claim 1, wherein the first mode permits portable 
operation. 

20. (New) A method for controlling a digital media device comprising: 

determining the state of a mode selection device; 

estabhshing one of a first mode of operation and a second mode of operation based upon the 
determining, wherein the first mode of operation provides a function unrelated to functions of a 
digital camera; and 

protecting a taking lens of the digital media device during the first mode of operation. 

21. (New) The digital media device according to claim 20, wherein the first mode of operation 
provides functionality associated with non-image data. 

22. (New) The digital media device according to claim 20 wherein the first mode of operation 
permits portable operation. 

23. (New) The digital media device according to claim 21, wherein the first mode of operation 
functions without being operably coupled to a personal computer. 
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